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 201 REVIEWS.

 NORTHERN SUMATRA.

 ' Nord Sumatra. Bericht iiber eine im Auftrage der Humboldt-Stiftung der Koniglich
 Preussischen Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin in den Jahren 1904-1906

 ausgefiihrte Forschungsreise. Von Prof. Dr. Wilhelm Volz. Band I. Die Batak-
 lander. Berlin: D. Reimer. 1909. 18m.

 Dr. Volz's 'North Sumatra' treats of what has long been the least-known
 region of that, from many points of view, most interesting as well as most beautiful
 island of the Indian archipelago. Having been, as he tells us, impressed, during
 previous visits to the archipelago in 1897-8 and 1900-1, with the fact that a
 knowledge of the geological structure of Sumatra was the key to that of the whole
 group, he resolved to attempt the exploration of the Batak and Gajo districts.
 This work he was enabled to undertake in 1904 through the grant made to him
 of the Humboldt bequest by the Royal Prussian Academy of Sciences. The
 fact that it was considered expedient, although as events showed it was not
 absolutely necessary, that the traveller should be provided, as he was through the
 helpful consideration of the Netherlands Government, with an escort of an officer
 and forty men, bears witness that the exploration of this district-so long closed
 through thle hostility of its independent tribes, from among whom cannibalism
 has not entirely vanished-cannot yet be undertaken without considerable risk.
 The book now before us, the first instalment of the results of Dr. Volz's researches,
 is devoted to the BaSak-lands; a further volume, promised this year, will treat
 of the Gajo-lands, including the Alias and Atjin regions. The Batak-lands include
 almost the whole territory between the west coast plains of upper Sinkel and
 the east coast lowlands as far as Padang Lawas. The volume is divided
 into two parts: the narrative of the journey, and the scientific results. Dr,
 Volz's itinerary, transcribed from his daily journal, bears witness to the
 minute and systematic examination he made of the region. His special interest
 lay, as might be expected from a pupil of von Richthofen (to whom the work is
 dedicated), in its geological features, and particularly in its mountain structure
 and volcanic phenomena. In following the explorer's footsteps from day to
 day up the heights and along the valleys, we acquire quite a vivid picture-very
 interestingly described-of the conformation of the country and of the cha-
 racteristics of its different villages. A beautiful topographical map illustrates
 the itinerary. It is based on 5000 compass bearings taken from 200 stations,
 on 500 trigonometrical measurements and 1000 barometrical readings, as well
 as on numerous landscape sketches and photographs. These Dr. Volz has had
 carefully incorporated with such trustworthy material as was already in existence,
 so that we may accept his map with much confidence as the most accurate de-
 lineation we have of this part of Sumatra. The second section of the volume
 discusses in fuller detail, in separate chapters beginning with the fifth, the author's

 geological, geographical, ethnographical, and other observations-for Dr. Volz
 did not by any means confine himself to his own special science. It traces the
 geological upbuilding of the Batak-lands from their pre-Cambrian floor of much-
 folded gneiss, mica-schists (Glimmerschiefer), and what is termed the " Malayan
 formation," through pre-Carboniferous times when granites intruded into the core of
 the surrounding chains, and during which long periods of elevation alternated with
 short subsidences; through the Cretaceous, when north-south and east-west dis-
 locations, although attended by marked volcanic phenomena, produced but little
 tectonic results; through the earlier Tertiary, when the submergence of the
 greater part of Sumatra resulted in the filling up of its valleys with conglomerates
 and sandstones, and was attended with vast outflows of andesitic lavas rising into
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 mountain chains, a period during which the island became once more united to
 the Asiatic continent, from which still later eruptions again isolated it; through
 early and mid-Quaternary times, when prodigious outbursts of quartz-trachitic
 andesite lavas, issuing through huge longitudinal and transverse fractures--in
 the cross-cleft of two of which lies the Toba lake-buried the whole country.
 Since then the violence of these subterranean phenomena has slowly died down;
 tropical sun and rain have remodelled the face of the island into its present
 geographical features (chapters vi. and vii.), which have had an important bearing
 on the settlement and colonization of the region (chapter viii.). Amost interesting
 chapter (ix.) discusses the history of the development of the Batakers: their
 original home and wanderings; the peculiarities differentiating the Karo, Pakpak,
 Toba, and Timor stems, in regard to house architecture, village arrangements,
 art in carving and gable-painting, and to their cannibalistic and totemistic customs.
 Herein are many interesting suggestions-which space does not permit us to do
 more than refer to-of real or apparent connection with the Papuasian region.
 Volz's final chapter deals with the future development of the Batak-landers, which
 hlas been retarded for ages through their never-ending intertribal wars and by
 the almost endemic prevalence of small-pox. An appendix contains a disserta-
 tion on the music of the Batakers by Herr Richard Heintze. More than a score
 of excellent full-page plates from photographs and 120 process blocks embellish
 the book. It contains, also, besides the topographical chart already alluded to,
 two maps-one of the geological formations, and the second showing the dis-
 tribution of the forest and cultivated areas of the region. ' North Sumatra '
 will repay careful study by all geologists, geographers, and ethnologists interested
 in the Indo-Malayan region.

 H. O. F.

 ' A Guide-book for Tourists in Japan.' By The Welcome Society of Japan,
 (Tokyo Chamber of Commerce. 1910. Pp. liii., 253. Maps and llustrations.
 75 sen.) This guide is well produced and laid out on useful lines-so much so
 that it is a pity that a thorough knowledge of the English language was not
 brought to bear upon its revision. If within its compass it can only touch the
 fringe of the many interests of Japan, it gives exactly the right information as
 to conditions of travel and accommodation, and indicates the most profitable
 method of using time on a shorter or longer stay in the country.

 'L'ndo-Chine Francaise.' By Captain Magnabal. (Paris: Fournier.
 1910. Pp. 145. Maps and Illustrations.) Physical, political, and economic
 geography, together with a treatise on the military and marine organization of
 the territory, occupy the main divisions of this handbook. It is carefully arranged
 and paragraphed, and, while attempting no literary attraction, possesses all the
 attributes of a work of reference containing copious information in a small compass.

 ' Japan for a week (Britain for ever).' By A. M. Thompson. (London:
 Lane. 1911. Pp. xiii., 254. Illustrations.) This work is amusing in parts,
 informative at times. vivid not infrequently on scenic topics and the ordinary
 incidents of travel. It has to be read with the prefacing apology of the writer
 in mind, for his visit to Japan was short, and his matter is mostly slight. The
 bracketed part of the title doubtless refers to those chapters which refer to the
 German " menace " and other items of world-politics. Is the publisher's practice
 of post-dating supposed to be of value to posterity ? It is of singularly little
 value to present readers.

 mountain chains, a period during which the island became once more united to
 the Asiatic continent, from which still later eruptions again isolated it; through
 early and mid-Quaternary times, when prodigious outbursts of quartz-trachitic
 andesite lavas, issuing through huge longitudinal and transverse fractures--in
 the cross-cleft of two of which lies the Toba lake-buried the whole country.
 Since then the violence of these subterranean phenomena has slowly died down;
 tropical sun and rain have remodelled the face of the island into its present
 geographical features (chapters vi. and vii.), which have had an important bearing
 on the settlement and colonization of the region (chapter viii.). Amost interesting
 chapter (ix.) discusses the history of the development of the Batakers: their
 original home and wanderings; the peculiarities differentiating the Karo, Pakpak,
 Toba, and Timor stems, in regard to house architecture, village arrangements,
 art in carving and gable-painting, and to their cannibalistic and totemistic customs.
 Herein are many interesting suggestions-which space does not permit us to do
 more than refer to-of real or apparent connection with the Papuasian region.
 Volz's final chapter deals with the future development of the Batak-landers, which
 hlas been retarded for ages through their never-ending intertribal wars and by
 the almost endemic prevalence of small-pox. An appendix contains a disserta-
 tion on the music of the Batakers by Herr Richard Heintze. More than a score
 of excellent full-page plates from photographs and 120 process blocks embellish
 the book. It contains, also, besides the topographical chart already alluded to,
 two maps-one of the geological formations, and the second showing the dis-
 tribution of the forest and cultivated areas of the region. ' North Sumatra '
 will repay careful study by all geologists, geographers, and ethnologists interested
 in the Indo-Malayan region.

 H. O. F.

 ' A Guide-book for Tourists in Japan.' By The Welcome Society of Japan,
 (Tokyo Chamber of Commerce. 1910. Pp. liii., 253. Maps and llustrations.
 75 sen.) This guide is well produced and laid out on useful lines-so much so
 that it is a pity that a thorough knowledge of the English language was not
 brought to bear upon its revision. If within its compass it can only touch the
 fringe of the many interests of Japan, it gives exactly the right information as
 to conditions of travel and accommodation, and indicates the most profitable
 method of using time on a shorter or longer stay in the country.

 'L'ndo-Chine Francaise.' By Captain Magnabal. (Paris: Fournier.
 1910. Pp. 145. Maps and Illustrations.) Physical, political, and economic
 geography, together with a treatise on the military and marine organization of
 the territory, occupy the main divisions of this handbook. It is carefully arranged
 and paragraphed, and, while attempting no literary attraction, possesses all the
 attributes of a work of reference containing copious information in a small compass.

 ' Japan for a week (Britain for ever).' By A. M. Thompson. (London:
 Lane. 1911. Pp. xiii., 254. Illustrations.) This work is amusing in parts,
 informative at times. vivid not infrequently on scenic topics and the ordinary
 incidents of travel. It has to be read with the prefacing apology of the writer
 in mind, for his visit to Japan was short, and his matter is mostly slight. The
 bracketed part of the title doubtless refers to those chapters which refer to the
 German " menace " and other items of world-politics. Is the publisher's practice
 of post-dating supposed to be of value to posterity ? It is of singularly little
 value to present readers.

 mountain chains, a period during which the island became once more united to
 the Asiatic continent, from which still later eruptions again isolated it; through
 early and mid-Quaternary times, when prodigious outbursts of quartz-trachitic
 andesite lavas, issuing through huge longitudinal and transverse fractures--in
 the cross-cleft of two of which lies the Toba lake-buried the whole country.
 Since then the violence of these subterranean phenomena has slowly died down;
 tropical sun and rain have remodelled the face of the island into its present
 geographical features (chapters vi. and vii.), which have had an important bearing
 on the settlement and colonization of the region (chapter viii.). Amost interesting
 chapter (ix.) discusses the history of the development of the Batakers: their
 original home and wanderings; the peculiarities differentiating the Karo, Pakpak,
 Toba, and Timor stems, in regard to house architecture, village arrangements,
 art in carving and gable-painting, and to their cannibalistic and totemistic customs.
 Herein are many interesting suggestions-which space does not permit us to do
 more than refer to-of real or apparent connection with the Papuasian region.
 Volz's final chapter deals with the future development of the Batak-landers, which
 hlas been retarded for ages through their never-ending intertribal wars and by
 the almost endemic prevalence of small-pox. An appendix contains a disserta-
 tion on the music of the Batakers by Herr Richard Heintze. More than a score
 of excellent full-page plates from photographs and 120 process blocks embellish
 the book. It contains, also, besides the topographical chart already alluded to,
 two maps-one of the geological formations, and the second showing the dis-
 tribution of the forest and cultivated areas of the region. ' North Sumatra '
 will repay careful study by all geologists, geographers, and ethnologists interested
 in the Indo-Malayan region.

 H. O. F.

 ' A Guide-book for Tourists in Japan.' By The Welcome Society of Japan,
 (Tokyo Chamber of Commerce. 1910. Pp. liii., 253. Maps and llustrations.
 75 sen.) This guide is well produced and laid out on useful lines-so much so
 that it is a pity that a thorough knowledge of the English language was not
 brought to bear upon its revision. If within its compass it can only touch the
 fringe of the many interests of Japan, it gives exactly the right information as
 to conditions of travel and accommodation, and indicates the most profitable
 method of using time on a shorter or longer stay in the country.

 'L'ndo-Chine Francaise.' By Captain Magnabal. (Paris: Fournier.
 1910. Pp. 145. Maps and Illustrations.) Physical, political, and economic
 geography, together with a treatise on the military and marine organization of
 the territory, occupy the main divisions of this handbook. It is carefully arranged
 and paragraphed, and, while attempting no literary attraction, possesses all the
 attributes of a work of reference containing copious information in a small compass.

 ' Japan for a week (Britain for ever).' By A. M. Thompson. (London:
 Lane. 1911. Pp. xiii., 254. Illustrations.) This work is amusing in parts,
 informative at times. vivid not infrequently on scenic topics and the ordinary
 incidents of travel. It has to be read with the prefacing apology of the writer
 in mind, for his visit to Japan was short, and his matter is mostly slight. The
 bracketed part of the title doubtless refers to those chapters which refer to the
 German " menace " and other items of world-politics. Is the publisher's practice
 of post-dating supposed to be of value to posterity ? It is of singularly little
 value to present readers.

 mountain chains, a period during which the island became once more united to
 the Asiatic continent, from which still later eruptions again isolated it; through
 early and mid-Quaternary times, when prodigious outbursts of quartz-trachitic
 andesite lavas, issuing through huge longitudinal and transverse fractures--in
 the cross-cleft of two of which lies the Toba lake-buried the whole country.
 Since then the violence of these subterranean phenomena has slowly died down;
 tropical sun and rain have remodelled the face of the island into its present
 geographical features (chapters vi. and vii.), which have had an important bearing
 on the settlement and colonization of the region (chapter viii.). Amost interesting
 chapter (ix.) discusses the history of the development of the Batakers: their
 original home and wanderings; the peculiarities differentiating the Karo, Pakpak,
 Toba, and Timor stems, in regard to house architecture, village arrangements,
 art in carving and gable-painting, and to their cannibalistic and totemistic customs.
 Herein are many interesting suggestions-which space does not permit us to do
 more than refer to-of real or apparent connection with the Papuasian region.
 Volz's final chapter deals with the future development of the Batak-landers, which
 hlas been retarded for ages through their never-ending intertribal wars and by
 the almost endemic prevalence of small-pox. An appendix contains a disserta-
 tion on the music of the Batakers by Herr Richard Heintze. More than a score
 of excellent full-page plates from photographs and 120 process blocks embellish
 the book. It contains, also, besides the topographical chart already alluded to,
 two maps-one of the geological formations, and the second showing the dis-
 tribution of the forest and cultivated areas of the region. ' North Sumatra '
 will repay careful study by all geologists, geographers, and ethnologists interested
 in the Indo-Malayan region.

 H. O. F.

 ' A Guide-book for Tourists in Japan.' By The Welcome Society of Japan,
 (Tokyo Chamber of Commerce. 1910. Pp. liii., 253. Maps and llustrations.
 75 sen.) This guide is well produced and laid out on useful lines-so much so
 that it is a pity that a thorough knowledge of the English language was not
 brought to bear upon its revision. If within its compass it can only touch the
 fringe of the many interests of Japan, it gives exactly the right information as
 to conditions of travel and accommodation, and indicates the most profitable
 method of using time on a shorter or longer stay in the country.

 'L'ndo-Chine Francaise.' By Captain Magnabal. (Paris: Fournier.
 1910. Pp. 145. Maps and Illustrations.) Physical, political, and economic
 geography, together with a treatise on the military and marine organization of
 the territory, occupy the main divisions of this handbook. It is carefully arranged
 and paragraphed, and, while attempting no literary attraction, possesses all the
 attributes of a work of reference containing copious information in a small compass.

 ' Japan for a week (Britain for ever).' By A. M. Thompson. (London:
 Lane. 1911. Pp. xiii., 254. Illustrations.) This work is amusing in parts,
 informative at times. vivid not infrequently on scenic topics and the ordinary
 incidents of travel. It has to be read with the prefacing apology of the writer
 in mind, for his visit to Japan was short, and his matter is mostly slight. The
 bracketed part of the title doubtless refers to those chapters which refer to the
 German " menace " and other items of world-politics. Is the publisher's practice
 of post-dating supposed to be of value to posterity ? It is of singularly little
 value to present readers.

This content downloaded from 132.203.227.61 on Sat, 07 May 2016 17:52:45 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms


	Contents
	image 1
	image 2

	Issue Table of Contents
	Geographical Journal, Vol. 37, No. 2, Feb., 1911
	Geographical Aspects of the Problem of Empire Cotton Growing [pp.129-143]
	Geographical Aspects of the Problem of Empire Cotton Growing: Discussion [pp.144-149]
	A Sixth Journey in Persia (Continued) [pp.149-162]
	A Sixth Journey in Persia: Discussion [pp.162-165]
	Exploration in North-West Mongolia [pp.165-170]
	Explorations about Mount Sir Sandford, British Columbia [pp.170-179]
	Recent Earthquakes [pp.179-180]
	The Origin of the Major Features of the Geography of Northern Nigeria [pp.180-185]
	The Origin of the Major Features of the Geography of Northern Nigeria: Discussion [pp.185-189]
	The Terms "Denudation," "Erosion," "Corrosion," and "Corrasion" [pp.189-195]
	The Survey of the Himalaya [pp.195-198]
	Reviews
	Europe
	The Greeks and Their Habitat [p.199]
	Cambridge County Geographies [pp.199-200]
	untitled [p.200]
	untitled [p.200]
	untitled [p.200]
	untitled [p.200]

	Asia
	Persia [p.200]
	Northern Sumatra [pp.201-202]
	untitled [p.202]
	untitled [p.202]
	untitled [p.202]

	Africa
	The Regions East of Lake Chad [p.203]
	untitled [p.203]
	untitled [p.203]

	America
	The Negro Question [pp.203-204]
	untitled [pp.204-205]
	untitled [p.205]
	untitled [p.205]
	untitled [p.205]
	untitled [p.205]

	Mathematical and Physical Geography
	Climate and Health [pp.205-206]

	General
	Sir Woodbine Parish [pp.206-207]
	Travel and Sport [pp.207-208]
	Map Projections [pp.208-209]

	The Monthly Record [pp.209-220]
	Obituary: Lieut.-Colonel Moll [pp.220-221]
	Meetings of the Royal Geographical Society, Session 1910-1911 [p.221]
	Geographical Literature of the Month [pp.222-234]
	New Maps [pp.235-240]



